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GREAT SOMERFORD

(INCORPORATING STARTLEY) PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
oth April 2025
Community Room@ 7.30 pm

Clir H Gravell Cllr T Phillips
Cllr M Griffiths (Chair) Cllr T Sturgis
Cllr T Harrison Clir D Todd

Bus services are changing in the village as of 31 May. The contract with Phoenix Transport is
finishing, which was raised as a concern by a parishioner because it has been a handy demand-
responsive service to Malmesbury and to Great Western Hospital (GWH), and it is believed that
the GWH hospital route will not be offered in future. Action: Clir Threlfall to investigate whether
a replacement service will be offered.

Applicants attended in case of any questions on Planning Application PL/2025/03194 (also listed
in Planning below). Clir Sturgis commented that the only concern is more housing which doesn’t
meet the Neighbour Plan aims of improving the mix of size of housing in the Parish but that
being said, could see no objection to the planning application.

A concern was raised by a parishioner that the Walter Powell Pre-school building might be lost
to the village since becoming beyond economic repair. Clir Evans has met with the new school
headteacher, who explained that the school and their Academy Trust is considering options to
replace the facility. Action: Cllr Evans to invite the parishioner to a forthcoming meeting with
the school.

On May 8™it will be the 80 anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE) Day. There will be a service at
the Parish Church at 7pm, wreath laying at the war memorial and a celebration afterwards.
Further details will be in “The Signpost”.

Reports from Unitary Councillor and Council Representatives

Lyneham Banks road is now open. The diversion signs will take a while to be removed. ClIr
Harrison asked if they would extend the crash barrier on the escarpment, because there was
concern that the steep sides of the hill below the road present a danger, particularly for cyclists.
Action: Clir Threlfall will look into this.

The work on the drainage on Seagry Road is largely complete and the road is open and useable
as a diversion for West Street, where the CCTV survey of the drains is underway. Some further
repairs to a culvert at Seagry will recommence next week. Clir Threlfall and Clir Sturgis have met
with Wiltshire Council Highways engineers about other local drainage issues which have occa-
sionally flooded all routes in and out of the village. Various actions have been agreed.

The Parish Council will be having an election as there are more applicants than seats. Action: Clir
Threlfall to put a note on Facebook to confirm that parishioners should select 9 (not just 1)
Councillors at the Ballot Box. A P.I.E may also be prepared. Wiltshire Council will pass on some of
the election costs to the PC which will be met via Reserves as it is an unbudgeted expense.
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1. INTRO Apologies for Absence
Clir J Harper
Cllr T Barker

Declarations of Interest
None given but it is noted that there are various Councillors who are involved in other entities in
the Parish such as the Parish Church, which is discussed in item 3. CIL Projects.

2. Minutes
Minutes and Matters Arising

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 5 March were approved and signed by the Chair
as a true record. Proposed: Clir Evans, Seconded: ClIr Harrison

3. CIL Projects
Defibrillator outside the Church — A new defibrillator would be £1,250 with pads. The PC agreed
to replace the current rental defibrillator at the end of the lease agreement (December 2026).
CIL monies of £1,500 will be set aside and ear-marked for this. Proposed: ClIr Todd; Seconded:
Clir Sturgis.

Replacement Bus shelters at Gt Somerford and Startley — Confirmation has been received that
planning permission is not needed to replace the Bus shelter at Startley, so both projects will go
ahead and a new noticeboard will be sought for the Gt Somerford shelter.

Replacement for outdated equipment in the Winkins Lane Playground involving the Moonscape
and the roundabout, and potential installation of an agility trail. ClIr Phillips plans to repair the
Foosball table himself.

Startley Cemetery Refurbishment (Trevor) — following Consultation with the residents of
Startley, the overgrown leylandii trees have removed. The plan is to install a York stone path-
way with root protection barriers, and a new bench, and to plant blossom trees in the autumn.
The project is moving forward.

New Dog Waste Bin in Dauntsey Road (Meriel) — a larger bin has been ordered and will be in-
stalled in May at a cost of around £400 from CIL monies.

Kickabout area on central section of the Glebe Field — a licence has been agreed with the Dio-
cese of Bristol, which owns the land. ClIr Sturgis has been rolling and mowing the land to try to
improve the condition and the goalposts will be ordered imminently.

The above projects not being exhaustive of current ideas, would leave around £50,000 in CIL
monies if all completed.

4.Planning Applications received since the last meeting

PL/2025/03194 - Full Planning Permission

Stable Yard at No 61, West Street

Proposal: Redevelopment of Existing Stable Yard to Accommodate 1No New Detached Self-
Build Dwelling

Decision: No Objection

PL/2025/03050

The Old Builders Yard, Heath Road, Startley, SN15 5HG

Proposal: Removal/variation of conditions (approved plans)

Decision: No Objection /IS B
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5. Finance
a)

6. Managed
Facilities

Applications determined since the last meeting

PL/2025/02060

THE BEECHES, GREAT SOMERFORD

Proposal: T1: Large Beech tree reduce by up to 1.8 metres
Decision: No Objection

PL/2025/01318

2 Barley Close, Great Somerford

Proposal: Single storey flat roof extension to the rear, Adjoining existing garage. Internal
alterations to form utility room.

Decision: Approve with Conditions

Housing Developments
No updates

Neighbourhood Plan

The electronic version wasn’t quite the same as paper version but this has been corrected and
the Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire is now ready to go to the printers. Parishioners are
encouraged to complete the questionnaire which they will receive on 6 May and is due back by
1 June. A new Neighbourhood Plan will carry more weight with future planning applications,
particularly in regard to developments.

Monthly Finance Report

The finance report was agreed and signed Proposed: Clir Evans; Seconded: Cllr Sturgis

Action: Cllr Harrison to carefully review year-end figures and will let the Clerk know of any
questions prior to the internal audit, which has been arranged with local resident, Mr Wood.

The bank balances on 31 March were:
Treasurer’s current account: £53,879

Deposit account: £10,663
Fixed Term Savings account: £75,000

Winkins Lane Playground

A full walk through has just been done. The zipwire has been tested and foosball table has been
examined. Everything seems to be in good working order. The back hedge and brambles behind
the playground need cutting back. Action: CllIr Sturgis to ask Barry Johnson to cut it.

In the gazebo a roof prop panel has been broken through vandalism, but is fixable. In an
additional note on vandalism - the Wi-Fi to the Somerford Show in the Somerford Showground
field was vandalised and this has been logged with the police.

Community Room

Cllr Todd is looking at getting the existing strip lights replaced to eco-friendly ones and is also

organising a new outside light.
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7. Environment

The parish steward — Nothing this time.

8. Standing Iltems  To discuss any updates regarding:
Startley Cemetery, Communications, Gt Somerford and Startley Defibrillators, Book Exchange,
Emergency Plan, School’s Liaison, War Memorial, Website.

The bollards were re-erected to prevent parking on the grass outside the School gates, but are
now down again. Action: Clir Evans to enquire with the school

Part of the work on the Startley SID has been invoiced. Mr Burke, electrician, will be encouraged
to send in his invoice.

Cllr Phillips reported that various positive changes have been recently made to the Parish
Council Website at www.greatsomerfordparishcouncil.co.uk

9. Notice The Annual Parish Council Meeting will be held on Monday 19 May and the Annual Parish
Meeting will be held on Wednesday 21 May. All dates for the following year to be presented at
that time.

The meeting closed at 8.25pm

ey

Approved ........... R ol - 11 Date ~ imsmmaniansns
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